FOUNDATIONS  OF BRITISH PATRIOTISM
there could have been no other than that of separation.
And it is merely idle to blame ministers on one side and
" patriots " on the other for being men and not supermen
in the hour of trial. The most sensible thing said on
the subject was the remark of an " eccentric Englishman *'
to Josiah Quincy, of Boston :
" Very true. Great Britain has no right to tax you.
The ministry know it as well as you, but money must be
had somewhere. The situation is strained to the utmost
at home." x
The extraordinary thing is not that English statesman-
ship should have failed to get blood out of a stone, but that
the English genius should have made it so nearly possible
to save the situation. Chatham did happen to qualify
about as plausibly for the style of superman as any
Englishman in history, and there was one moment
when it seemed not inconceivable that he might have
won the peace as well as the war. It is true that the
ultimate difficulties of the problem were hidden even
from him ; the man who had overthrown the French
Empire and plucked the feathers of the Spanish, could
hardly have avoided regarding himself in the light of
empire builder, and refusing to part with the sovereignty
or trade rights of Britain. But his intuition was born of a
deeper wisdom. When the Americans did, in fact, openly
challenge the very sovereignty, rather than contribute their
insignificant mite to the expenses of their own deliver-
ance by buying legally stamped paper at a substantially
cheaper rate than was charged for it in England, he
did not dream of considering the reasonableness or
otherwise of such a contribution in itself, but rejoiced
that the Britons overseas had resisted any demand what-
ever to which they had not themselves consented.
Intoxicated as he was with patriotism, he perceived
plainly that in this the Americans were standing for
something more than power and more than interest,
something that was the very soul of England. In one
1 Quoted by G. H. Van Tyne's Causes of the War of Independence, p. 135.
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